GANDHI.

In his autobiography Gandhi describes his father as
a brave man of high principles. He had some education
and considerable skill in practical affairs. He cared
little for material wealth but provided adequately for
his family's needs. He once declined to accept a piece
of land officially tendered to him in recognition of his
long services because he felt it might be considered a
bribe. He visited the temple often and listened to the
discourses of the priests. Through the influence of
a Brahman friend he read the Gita and used to recite
verses from it at the family worship. Before his
death he had given away to one charity or another the
greater part of his possessions.

Gandhi's mother appears to have influenced the boy
more deeply than his father. Gandhi writes that his
mother impressed him primarily by her saintliness.
She would not think of taking her meals without first
offering her prayers. She went to the temple daily,
taking little Mohandas with her. She fasted often and
for long periods. On one occasion she was observing
the Chaturmas, a particular kind of fast in which the
daily quantity of food is increased or diminished ac-
cording as the moon waxes or wanes, and had vowed
that she would take no food at all on the days when she
did not see the sun. It happened to be at the height
of the rainy season when the sun seldom broke through
the clouds. The Gandhi children would stand staring
at the sky eager to run in and tell their mother of such
a break. When it came, they would rush in and an-
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